
112 – Palace of Westminster (House of Parliament). London, England. Charles Barry and Augustus W.N. 

Pugin (architects). 1840-1870 C.E. Limestone masonry and glass 

 

 

 name derives from the neighbouring  Westminster Abbey 

 For ceremonial purposes, the palace retains its original style and status as a royal residence and 

is the property of the Crown 

 Replace original (11th century) which was destroyed by fire 

o competition for the reconstruction of the Palace was won by the architect Charles Barry, 

whose design was for new buildings in the Gothic Revival style, specifically inspired by 

the English Perpendicular Gothic style of the 14th-16th centuries 

 The remains of the Old Palace (with the exception of the detached Jewel Tower) were 

incorporated into its much larger replacement 

 contains over 1,100 rooms organised symmetrically around two series of courtyards 

 Barry was assisted by Augustus W. N. Pugin, a leading authority on Gothic architecture and style, 

who provided designs for the decorations and furnishings of the Palace 

 extensive repairs took place after the Second World War (bombed) 

 Central Lobby: 

o Originally named "Octagon Hall" because of its shape, the Central Lobby is the heart of 

the Palace of Westminster 

o Constituents may meet their Members of Parliament here, even without an 

appointment,[106] and this practice is one of the possible origins of the term lobbying. 

 Westminster Hall 

o Westminster Hall, the oldest existing part of the Palace of Westminster, was erected in 

1097,[121] at which point it was the largest hall in Europe 

o The roof was probably originally supported by pillars, giving three aisles, but during the 

reign of King Richard II, this was replaced by a hammerbeam roof by the royal carpenter 

Hugh Herland, "the greatest creation of medieval timber architecture", which allowed 

the original three aisles to be replaced with a single huge open space, with a dais at the 

end. The new roof was commissioned in 1393 

o Westminster Hall has the largest clearspan medieval roof in England, measuring 20.7 by 

73.2 metres (68 by 240 ft) 

o Westminster Hall has served numerous functions 

 It was primarily used for judicial purposes 

 Westminster Hall has also served ceremonial functions 

 The two Houses have presented ceremonial Addresses to the Crown in 

Westminster Hall on important public occasions 
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 It is considered a rare privilege for a foreign leader to be allowed to address 

both houses in Westminster Hall  . . .  President Obama was the first ever US 

President to be allowed to use the Hall for an address to Parliament 

 Victoria Tower was the most conspicuous feature of Charles Barry's design for the New Palace of 

Westminster. At the time of its completion, it was the tallest secular building in the world 

 The fame of Elizabeth Tower has surpassed that of the Palace itself. The structure has largely 

become synonymous with Big Ben, the heaviest of the five bells it houses 
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